Should I send my child to school?
This flow chart has been produced following guidance from the NHS (https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-mychild-too-ill-for-school/) and the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (www.rcpch.ac.uk).

Would your child’s
symptoms have led you to
keep them off school before
Covid-19?

YES

Keep him/her off school (siblings can
go to school as normal providing
they are well) and call the school to
let us know.

NO

Does your child have any of the following symptoms?
Keep your child off
school.

 a high temperature – this means they feel hot to
touch on their chest or back
 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing
a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if they usually
have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
 a loss or change to their sense of smell or
taste – this means they've noticed they cannot
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste
different to normal.

YES

Contact 119, or visit
www.gov.uk/coronavirus
to arrange for a test.
Your household must
self-isolate until you have
received the results of
the test. Again, please
call the school to let us
know.

NO

Does your child have an underlying chronic
medical condition, for example cystic fibrosis?

YES

Speak to your child’s
specialist care team about
criteria for testing.

NO

Children who have:
 runny noses
 sore throats with no raised temperature
 mild colds and are otherwise well can
come to school as usual.

If your child has diarrhoea and or vomiting please can
we remind you to keep them off school for 48 hours.
Although diarrhoea and vomiting may not be on the
official Covid-19 testing strategy, gastrointestinal
symptoms are common in children with Covid-19
therefore we need to be cautious in sending children
to school with these symptoms

Thank you for helping us to keep everyone in school safe during this challenging time.

